EARLY   IMPRESSIONS

kindness and thoughtfulness, we suffered no harm
from our damp and adventurous drive.

The inhabitants of Persia are : Moslems, the Per-
sians of to-day; Zoroastrians (Parsees), the Persians
of yesterday; Armenians, and Jews. Of the two
former I will not speak now, as we shall make
their acquaintance a little later. A few words will
suffice for Armenians and Jews. The former were
brought from Julfa in Armenia many years ago by
some former Shah on account of their industry and
workmanship. He gave them a suburb of Isphahan
to live in, and very soon a large Armenian settle-
ment sprang up. Julfa of Persia is about three
miles from Isphahan. Here all the Armenians live,
and until quite lately the Europeans also, as it was
not considered safe for them to reside in Isphahan.
However, of late years this is all changed, most of
the Europeans now having houses in Isphahan.

'T'he Armenians are very clever workmen in all
crafts and trades. Also to their shame be it said
that they are the wine and spirit makers for the
Isphahanis. A true Moslem is not allowed to make
or drink wine. Thanks to the Armenians, however,
the temptation is ever at hand ready for him, with
plenty of opportunities afforded him of indulging
in secret.

The Armenians make very good assistants for
hospital work, some of them turning out quite good
doctors. One young fellow was with my husband
for two years. After we left he went to India,
where he took a medical course, and is now a fully
qualified doctor practising in India. They have

plenty of "push" in them, and once they make
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